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doctrine and fellowship, and in the breaking of
bread, and in prayers" ; S. Paul at Troas and
elsewhere; S. Polycarp's disciples who celebrated
his " birthday " on the anniversary of his martyrdom,
and other Christian saints to our own times ; and
of how this service marks the seal of the gifts bestowed
on such solemn occasions as the ordination of priests
and deacons and the consecration of bishops. Associ-
ations such as these give interest and life to the
main subject and may be discovered for every lesson ;
but in the first instance S. Paul, let us say, should be
taught because he was S. Paul, or Abraham because
he was Abraham, and not snippets taken from their
lives solely because they illustrate some point in the
Catechism.

The fact that the Catechism contains something
" definite " and as a whole is such an excellent epitome
of Christian teaching has also deceived many into
making it the starting-point in framing a syllabus.
For the children up to the age of eight it does prove
advisable to use Bible stories and similar means to
convey to the little ones an understanding of the
spiritual truths we desire them to assimilate to their
souls' health, but even here it is a great mistake to
begin with the words of the Creed, the Lord's Prayer
or the Commandments, for none of these was first
put forward as a perfect psychological basis for the
teaching of the Christian verities to the young, nor
do they provide one. Far from their forming a
starting point, are they not best regarded, as the
whole Catechism was originally intended, as a
summary of Christian teaching ? Our Lord's revel-
ation and the Holy Spirit's influence alone can lead